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Indicator
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College/Career Indicator
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A-G Classes at South Hills
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A-G Classes at South Hills
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Scheduling Process

• Last week the counselors met with 10th grade students to 
deliver class selection information.

• Counselors went over transcripts and gave class options.

• Starting this week, the counselors will meet individually with 
each student to review their course selections and 
transcripts.

• At this time, the counselors will suggest summer school 
classes based on the student’s grades at that time.
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11th Grade Classes

• All students are required to take at least six classes.
• Students should continue to take a strong academic schedule that 

includes English, US History, Math, Science, and a language other 
than English courses.

• We expect students to work toward completing the A-G 
requirements, and may require them to take a credit recovery 
class.

• We expect students to choose classes that they will commit to for 
the entire academic school year.
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Summer School

Summer school registration will take 
place online when the student meets 
with his or her counselor later this 
month.

After that, the information will be 
available on the school website.

Semester 1: June 8- June 23
Semester 2: June 24 - July 10
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Choosing Classes:
AP and IB Options

11



Expectations

● AP and IB courses demand more than regular college prep courses.
● Classes tend to be fast-paced and cover more material than typical 

high school classes.
● Classes require more time, inside and outside of the classroom, and 

more time required to complete lessons, readings, assignments, 
and homework. 

● AP and IB classes on average have one hour of homework a night 
per class.

● Discussions in IB classes are required and thought-provoking.
● If committing to the Full Diploma IB program, there are other 

requirements including TOK, Extended Essay, and CAS (Creativity, 
Activity & Service.)
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What is AP?

● AP = Advanced Placement

● AP courses are college-level courses offered in high school.

● All AP courses are one year courses and are taken 
individually.

● Students take AP Exams at the end of the course, 
measuring their mastery of college-level work.

● A score of 3 or higher on an AP Exam can typically earn 
students college credit and/or placement into advanced 
courses in college.
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What is IB?

● IB = International Baccalaureate
● Two year courses in grade 11 and 12

○ HL courses 2 years
○ SL courses 1 year

● Students can take the IB Full Diploma Program (6 courses plus 
T.O.K.) Associates Program (4 courses plus T.O.K.) or individual 
courses.

● IB focuses on each student as a whole person.
● The aim of IB is to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and 

caring young people with adaptable skills to tackle society’s 
complex challenges and who will help to make a better, more 
peaceful world.14



International Baccalaureate /AP
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IB AP
● Comprehensive program of study 
● 1-year and 2-year courses
● Quality of curriculum

               -student-centered &     
                 inquiry-based
               -breadth & depth of 
                 knowledge
               -critical thinking essential
● A ‘photo album’: Multiple assessments: 

external, internal, essays, orals, projects, 
labs, etc.

● Individual coursework, no unifying core
● 1-year courses
● Quality of curriculum

               -content-centered
               -breadth of knowledge
               -critical thinking important
● A ‘snapshot’: One exam



Both Programs...
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● Are valued by college and university admissions

● Offer college credit and/or allows students to skip entry level college 

coursework depending on college policies

● Give students the opportunity to be better prepared and therefore more 

successful at the university level

● Provide a rigorous academic profile

Most students choose between AP and IB dependent on their 
learning style and what type of learning they benefit from.



IB/AP College Recognition Myths
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“AP is better than IB.”
“Colleges do not accept IB credit”

“I’ve heard IB is only accepted in Europe and AP is accepted in the US.”

● Many admission reps say they honor both programs, since both offer 
rigorous college-level course-work 

● Credits granting policies differ from college-to-college 
● Be sure to check with specific colleges regarding their AP/IB credit 

acceptance.

Both programs offer college credit but every college accepts 
a certain number/type of credit (AP or IB).



Each college and university has its own policies 
regarding AP/IB credit and placement. 

18

The College Board offers information 
about AP credit at thousands of college 

and universities at 
www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy.
● Search by school name or 

alphabetically
● Data for each school includes a 

direct link to that school’s Web page 
detailing AP credit and placement 
policies

● A statement from the college or 
university about its AP policy

Higher education institutions around the 
world admit students based on their IB 
credentials, and many have specific 
admission policies and guidelines for IB 
students
http://www.ibo.org/university-admission
/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-count

ries-and-universities/

http://www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy
http://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/
http://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/
http://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/


AP Exams
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AP Exams are administered by schools worldwide on set dates in May each year. 

• Exams are typically 3–4 hours and include:

• Multiple-choice questions

• Free-response items such as essays, problem solving, 
document-based questions, and oral response

For AP Exams, 
students receive 
scores ranging 

from 5 to 1, with 5 
being highest. 



IB Exams
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In the IB Full Diploma, students receive grades ranging from 7 to 1, with 7 being 
highest. Students receive a score for each DP course attempted.

IB Exams are administered by schools worldwide on set dates in May each year. 

External Assessments are typically 3–4 
hours (varies) and include:

• Essays
• Structured problems
• Short/data/text-response 

questions
• Case studies
• Multiple choice- though these are 

rarely used

Internal assessments are also used in IB 
courses and go towards your final scores

This includes:

● oral work in languages
● fieldwork in geography
● laboratory work in the sciences
● investigations in mathematics



Preparing for College
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College Planning Worksheet
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Students should 
complete this 
worksheet and bring 
it with them to their 
counseling meeting. 



Preparing for College

High school grades and classes matter!
1) Start building your college list

→ Students and parents might have different priorities. Discuss those priorities 
before beginning your college search.

2) Things to consider when searching for colleges:
✓ Size/Location/Housing available
✓ Majors Offered
✓ Admission requirements
✓ Cost/Financial Aid available
✓ Campus Life/ Sports/ Activities
✓ Research/ Internship opportunities available
✓ Average amount of time it takes to graduate
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Reach, Target, and Safety Schools

10-20% chance of 
acceptance

Reach

➔ Dream school
➔ One that you 

shouldn’t expect to 
be admitted to - a 
REACH to get in

➔ GPA/SAT are below 
average range for 
acceptance

90% chance of 
acceptance

Safety

➔ Certain that you 
will be accepted

➔ GPA/SAT are 
above 
range for 
acceptance

➔ Financially safe

50-60% chance of 
acceptance

➔ On Target for 
acceptance

➔ GPA/SAT are 
within average 
range for 
acceptance

Target
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Consider Your College Options

•California State Universities (CSU)
•University of California schools (UC)
•Private Colleges and Universities
•Out of State Colleges and Universities
•Community Colleges
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Public Universities in California
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California State University

• Public, 4-year

• Apply Oct. 1- Nov. 30

• 23 campuses

• 2.0 minimum GPA

• SAT or ACT scores required

• No personal statements

• Approximate cost: $23,000 per year

University of California

• Public, 4-year

• Apply Nov. 1-30

• 9 campuses

• 3.0 minimum GPA

• SAT or ACT scores required

• 4 personal insight questions

• Approximate cost: $34,000 per year
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Other College Options

California Community 
Colleges

• Public, certificate or 2-year transfer 
programs

• Application deadlines vary

• Over 100 colleges in CA

• No minimum GPA

• No SAT or ACT scores required

• Approximate Cost: $17,000 per year

• Tuition is about $1,100/yr

Private and Out of State 
Colleges and Universities

• Public or Private, 4-year 

• Application deadlines vary

• Admission requirements vary

• May require SAT or ACT

• Do your research!

• Approximate cost: $30,000 - 60,000/yr



Gather College Information

NACAC College Fair
Monday, April 27th

6-8pm

Ontario Convention Center

Register and print barcode at 
www.gotomyncf.com
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http://www.gotomyncf.com


C-VUSD College Fair
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Save the Date!



Using Naviance 
and other Resources
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Using Naviance

● College Search
● Career Profiles
● Resume Builder
● Scholarship 

Information
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Using Naviance

•Students can explore career information by clicking on 
the “careers” tab on the top of the screen
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Using Naviance

Students can explore colleges by clicking on the “colleges” tab.  Several 
search options are available, including “SuperMatch college search”
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Using Naviance

Using SuperMatch college search allows students to 
filter their priorities during their college search
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California Career Zone

https://www.cacareerzone.org/

https://www.cacareerzone.org/
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College Board- Big Future

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/


10th Grade Matters!
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GPA

➔ 10th and 11th grade grades are used to determine eligibility for 
UC and CSU admissions

➔ 11th grade is the LAST semester that will count towards your 
GPA for college applications and Cal Grants

➔ Continue to keep GPA high for college applications and financial 
aid

➔ Cal Grants are determined by 
1. Financial Need
2. GPA

◆ 3.0 or higher for 4-year University
◆ 2.0 or higher for Community College
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PSAT Information

● All 10th grade students took the PSAT in October 
2019 and received their results in December 
through their College Board accounts.

● The will all be taking the PSAT again in October 
2020.

● Students should review missed questions to 
review for the next PSAT.
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PSAT Results / Khan Academy

● Review your PSAT results 
to study for the SAT

● Sign in or create a College 
Board account to see your 
results

● Link your College Board 
account to Khan Academy 
for FREE, personalized 
SAT prep
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Preparing for the SAT

We recommend that students take the SAT in the 
spring of 11th grade and the fall of 12th grade.
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CAASPP Testing in 11th Grade

Why is it Important?
● Score is on your transcript
● Results are used to determine placement in senior Math and English classes
● Impacts college placement:  

○ Universities use CAASPP results to determine if you can enter taking college level 
classes 

● Score on ELA determines eligibility for Seal of Biliteracy
● Impacts how we are judged as a school



CAASPP and CSU Placement
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http://csustudentsuccess.org
/sites/default/files/docume
nts/10322-Academic-Prep-br
ochure.Final.pdf

http://csustudentsuccess.org/sites/default/files/documents/10322-Academic-Prep-brochure.Final.pdf
http://csustudentsuccess.org/sites/default/files/documents/10322-Academic-Prep-brochure.Final.pdf
http://csustudentsuccess.org/sites/default/files/documents/10322-Academic-Prep-brochure.Final.pdf
http://csustudentsuccess.org/sites/default/files/documents/10322-Academic-Prep-brochure.Final.pdf


44

Have you Completed a Lunch Application?

Students who qualify for Free or Reduced Lunch may be eligible for 
test and application fee waivers throughout the year.

https://c-vusd.rocketscanapps.com/default.aspx
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Contact Us
www.southhillshigh.com

Main Office: (626) 974-6200
Counseling Office: (626) 974-6208

ASB Office: (626) 974-6210
Attendance Office: (626) 974-6220

Follow us on twitter
@shhscounseling_

@southhillsasb

Follow us on Instagram
@southhillscounseling

@southhillsasb



South Hills High and 
International Baccalaureate



What is an IB Education?

Focused on the 
whole person as a 

lifelong learner

To develop people 
with adaptable skills 

to tackle society’s 
complex challenges

To help people 
create a better and 

more peaceful 
world

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/


The aim of all IB programmes is to develop 
internationally minded people who, recognizing their

common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, 
help to create a better and more peaceful world.

https://www.ibo.org/about-the-ib/mission/

https://www.ibo.org/about-the-ib/mission/




International Mindedness

● International-mindedness is an 
attitude of openness to, and 
curiosity about, the world and 
different cultures

● Intercultural understanding 
involves recognizing and 
reflecting on one’s own 
perspective, as well as the 
perspectives of others

Image Credit: Getty Images



What kind of student is a good candidate for IB?
● Students with a strong commitment to learning
● Motivated students interested in a rigorous course of study
● Students willing to develop skills of time management and organization



Similarities and Differences between IB and AP

IB courses are either one 
or two years of study, 

whereas all AP courses 
are one year of study

Potential college credit, 
scholarships and/or 
advanced standing

The Diploma Programme 
is considered the most 

rigorous program of 
study at SHHS

You have to be enrolled 
in an IB class to take an 

IB exam

Differences in content 
and exams

The Diploma Programme 
is a cohesive and 

comprehensive program 
with distinguishing 

factors such as CAS, EE & 
TOK

All IB teachers are 
required to receive  

professional 
development from 

certified IB workshops

IB was developed in 
Switzerland as an 

internationally 
recognized program



IB Options at South Hills High
We offer three options within our IB programme (offered during junior and senior year)

1
The DIPLOMA   
        PROGRAMME
● Study 6 subjects + the 

core (CAS, EE, TOK)

 

2
ASSOCIATES
● Study 3 - 4 subjects + 

(CAS & TOK) 

3
COURSES
● Course selections 

[taking courses a la 
carte like students do 
with AP]



The Core

Creativity, Activity 
Service (CAS)

experiential learning where 
students complete a wide 
variety of extracurricular, 
community service and 

athletic options 

 

The Extended Essay 
(EE)

an independent, self-directed 
piece of research, finishing 
with a 4,000-word paper

Theory of Knowledge 
(TOK)

students reflect on the nature 
of knowledge and on how we 
know what we claim to know



CAS 



Former SHHS Students’ EE Questions
Business What role has Twitch.tv played in the expansion of League of Legends eSports?

English How does Sylvia Plath’s life and use of language effectively convey depression in The Bell Jar?

History To what extent was the administration of President John F. Kennedy effective in using private 
and public rhetoric during the Cuban Missile Crisis of October 1962?

How did Andrew Jackson’s war experiences affect his policies regarding Indian relocation 
during his presidency?

To what extent did the news media influence the negative perception of the 60's 
counterculture movement in the United States?

World Studies: Health & 
Development

To what extent did the exposure of lead due to the battery factories in
Vernon, California and Beijing, China affect the health of many children?

World Studies: Culture, 
language and identity

Over the last twenty years, to what extent has social media aided Saudi Arabian women in their 
efforts to advocate for their rights?



Sample TOK Essay Questions



Group 1: Language A
● Language and Literature HL

Group 2: Language B
● Spanish HL & SL
● Chinese (Mandarin) SL

Group 3: Individuals and Societies
● History HL
● Business and Management SL

Group 4: Sciences
● Biology HL & SL
● Sports, Exercise and Health SL

Group 5: Mathematics
● Math SL

Group 6: The Arts
● Visual Arts HL

The Diploma Programme: 
● One subject must be 

selected from each of the 
groups 1-5. 

● The sixth subject may be 
selected from group 6 or 
from 1-5. 

● Choose 3 HL and 3 SL 
courses or 4 HL and 2 SL 
courses

● CAS, EE & TOK are also 
required

Associates:
● Choose 2 HL and 2 SL 

courses or 3 HL courses
● CAS & TOK are also 

required

IB Courses at SHHS

The Core
● TOK



Assessment
● IB uses both internally and externally assessed components to 

assess student performance
● More info/sample IB exams: https://tinyurl.com/shhsibfolder

External
● Essays
● Structured problems
● Short-response questions
● Data-response questions
● Text-response questions
● Case-study questions
● multiple -choice questions

Internal
● Oral work in languages
● Laboratory work in the 

sciences
● Investigations in 

mathematics
● Research papers
● Artwork

https://tinyurl.com/shhsibfolder


Sample 11th Grade Full Diploma Schedules
Full Diploma (Second Semester 2020)



Sample 11th Grade Associates Schedules
Associates (Second Semester 2020)





● Top universities from around the world have shown how they value the IB’s 
credentials by 
○ building special pathways for IB students
○ granting credit or advanced standing for performance on IB exams
○ providing scholarships for IB students

https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/

IB and Universities 

https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/


Universities/Institutions SHHS IB Students have attended 





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1CHPnZfFmU




End of Course Banquet



Community of Learners



IB Parent Association
● The SHHS is a non-profit parent association charged with the task of 

ensuring the vibrancy of the South Hills International Baccalaureate 
program through advocacy, fundraising and support







Contact Info
IB Coordinator 

Marisol Marquez- mmarquez@c-vusd.org (room #152)

 Counselors

Danielle Alexander (A-E)- dalexander@c-vusd.org

Alexis Mele (F-Li) - amele@c-vusd.org 

Sasha Heflin (Lo-Ri) - sheflin@c-vusd.org

Shawna Hansen (Ro-Z)- shansen@c-vusd.org 

mailto:mmarquez@c-vusd.org
mailto:dalexander@c-vusd.org
mailto:-amele@c-vusd.org
mailto:sheflin@c-vusd.org
mailto:shansen@c-vusd.org

